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Manager’s Message

Trees and
Power Lines

We need both of them,
but just not together

With springtime fast
approaching, we need to
remind everyone about tree
growth and power lines.

We enjoy and need trees in
our lives because of the many
things they provide. Trees are
an important part of our exis-
tence here on earth because
of the role they play in nature.
They also provide a home to
wildlife, shade for us in the
summer and, in some cases,
delicious fruit for us to eat.

The other thing we need
are power lines. We rely on
power lines to get electricity
into our homes, businesses,
schools and hospitals.

The cooperative always
tries to improve reliability to
its electrical grid so there are
minimal power interruptions,
such as blinks and outages.
With overhead power lines,
the power flows many miles
along the wires on the top of
the poles to your home. When
things cause that power to be
diverted from the wires into
the ground, it short circuits
the system, causing blinks or
outages.

Trees under or near power
lines can cause such problems.

When they grow into the
wires, or the trees are close
enough to touch the wires
when the wind blows or if a

tree falls during high winds, it
can tear down a power line.
A big concern Graham
County Electric Co-op has
with this tree/power line
problem is safety. People can
be injured by touching a tree
that is touching a high-voltage
power line. Climbing a tree
near a power line is hazard-
ous. This is one reason the
co-op visits schools and has
a booth at the fair with our
safety display, teaching kids
about power line safety.
Another issue is line loss.
One part of line loss is the
electricity that goes through
these trees and into the
ground when they touch
the power line. Even though
that electricity never makes
it to your home or business,
GCEC still has to pay Arizona
Electric Power Cooperative
for providing it. All of our
members actually pay for it.
This is why GCEC has

an aggressive tree-trimming
maintenance program. Our
crews are always trimming
in different areas in Graham
County so we can keep trees
and power lines separated.

We ask our members to
please be understanding when
our crews ask you for permis-
sion to trim a hazardous tree
near or on your property. We
also encourage our members
to look up before planting
trees, and avoid planting near
or under overhead lines.

We also offer our services
to members who want to
safely remove a hazardous
tree near a power line.

Let’s all enjoy the beautiful
trees here in our valley and
also keep enjoying the com-
forts electricity provides. The
only way we can do this is to
the keep the two separated.

Trimming trees responsibly
helps us keep the lights on,
keeps your power costs down
and provides a safer electrical
system. Thank you.

Steve Lines
General Manager



