
Graham County Scholarships
Students receive help to further their educations

Hannah Smith is a Safford 
High School graduate. She 
is the daughter of Matt and 
Maria Smith. She maintained 
a 3.9 GPA and graduated with 
honors. Hannah ranked 11 out 
of 150 students and made the 
Principal’s Gold List all four 
years. 

She was a Future Business 
Leaders of America member 
her freshman year, participated 
in Early Childhood Education 
throughout high school and 
was a Chef ’s Brigade member 
her senior year. She became a 
licensed nursing assistant her 
junior year, studying at Eastern 
Arizona College through the 
Gila Institute for Technology. 

In her spare time, she 
prioritizes spending time with 
her friends and family. 

This fall, Hannah plans 
to attend Grand Canyon 
University to earn a bachelor’s 
in biology with an emphasis 
in pre-medicine. She plans 
to attend medical school 
and pursue a career in 
dermatology. n

Maci Lopeman is a Thatcher 
High School graduate. She 
is the daughter of Marc and 
Marcie Lopeman. Maci earned 
a 3.97 GPA.

She enjoys the outdoors, 
sports and working with kids. 

She plans to attend Mesa 
Community College, where she 
will finish an associate degree 
in health and medical sciences, 
and play volleyball.  

She then plans to attend a 
four-year university and pursue 
a bachelor’s degree in the same 
field. n 

Brookie Bryce is a Pima High 
School graduate and attended 
Pima schools all her life. She 
is the daughter of Boyd and 
Rachel Bryce. She graduated 
with a 4.0 GPA. 

She was involved in National 
Honor Society and Future Busi-
ness Leaders of America. She 
participated in varsity volleyball, 
tennis and golf. 

In her free time, Brookie 
loves to sing, stay active and 
spend time outside. 

She plans to attend 
Eastern Arizona College and 
pursue a career as an X-ray 
technician, while continuing her 
photography interest. n 

Dallys Casillas is a Thatcher 
High School graduate. She 
enjoys barrel racing and is a 
Grand Canyon Pro Rodeo 
Association member. 

She plans to attend Eastern 
Arizona College and take pre-
med classes in preparation for 
veterinarian school. n
McKia Preston of Ft. Thomas 
High School and Matthew Mayer 
of Mt. Graham High School were 
also awarded scholarships.

About the Selection Process
Congratulations to the outstanding students who 
received Graham County Electric Cooperative 
Foundation scholarships in May 2021. 
Recipients are chosen by each high school’s faculty 
committees. Each committee may award one $500 
scholarship or split it between two students. 
To qualify for co-op scholarships, students must 
reside in households where parents or guardians 
are co-op members. Guidelines specify students 

selected will have a financial need and not 
necessarily be receiving other scholarships. They 
are not required to be in the top percentile, but 
must have applied themselves in the classroom and 
have a strong desire to continue their education.
For articles on past scholarship recipients, visit  
www.gce.coop/scholarships.
Other Student Opportunities 
The 2022 Washington Youth Tour application 
process is now open. See page 8 for details.
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�Christmas light entries are due December 16.

Fair Drawing Winners
The winners from the Graham County Fair drawing are:

 X 1st place ($150): Doug Pierce 
 X 2nd place ($50): Chris Carbajal

This year, Graham County Electric Co-op will select a junior 
student from each local school; Ft. Thomas, Pima, Safford and 
Thatcher; plus one additional student. They will join other 
Arizona juniors at the nation’s capital as part of the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s Youth Tour. The tour is 
tentatively scheduled for June 13-19, 2022. 

Juniors can apply with their high school counselors or at 
www.gce.coop. The deadline for application and the essay is 
Thursday, November 4, 2021. n

Bring a little cheer to your neighborhood by lighting up your 
home and enter the GCEC/GCU-sponsored house lighting 
contest for members. 

To enter, send your name, address and a picture of your lighted 
house to communications@gce.coop before December 16, 2021.

For more information, visit us at gce.coop, our Facebook page 
or call Diane Junion at 928-485-2451.

Prizes of $100, $50 and $25 will be awarded to first-, second- 
and third-place winners, respectively. n 

House Lighting Contest for Members 

Apply for Youth Tour Now
Submit your application by November 4. 
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