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Five quick steps will help you earn $10 and stay
informed about what is happening at your cooperative

Do you want to make doing business with If you answered yes to any business with us.
the co-op a little easier? Do you want of these questions, you should To encourage participation
. . consider using one or more of  in these programs, GCEC will
to be reminded of important due dates . - . L
I, the various communication provide a one-time incentive of
on your utility bill? Do you want to be tools and payment options $10 as a credit to your account
informed about power outages and other Graham County Electric if you follow the following five
communications from your Co-op? Are you  Cooperative and Graham steps.
. . . . . County Utilities provide to Step 1. Enroll in our SurePay
interested in making a difference in your ,
- members. We are confident program. SurePay is easy,
community? you will enjoy all of the secure and free. It's a way
convenient ways available to to pay your utility bill each
communicate and conduct month with an automatic
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electronic funds transfer. There
are no more checks to write,
no stamps to buy, no dates to
remember and no special trips
to the office to stand in line to
pay your bill.

When you sign up for
SurePay, your money stays in
your bank account until the
payment is due—usually on the
10th of each month. In most
cases, this program gives you
more time to pay your bill.
Once you try it, we know you'll
enjoy not having to worry
about when your bill is due.
You'll save money by avoiding
costly late fees and reconnect
fees.

To enroll in SurePay, go to
www.gce.coop and click on
the link “View/Pay Online”
Sign in to your account or
click on “Register here” if
you are new to the site. Once
you have signed in, go to
“Communications” on the
left side then “Recurring
Bank Draft” and follow the
instructions to enroll. If you
need help setting up your
online account or if you
have any questions about the
enrollment process, please
contact our office at 928-
485-2451. If you are already
enrolled in SurePay, you
can still qualify for the $10
incentive by completing the
rest of the following steps.

Step 2. Enroll in E-Billing and
select the paperless option. One
of the co-op’s larger expenses

is the cost of processing and
mailing a paper utility billing
statement. Going paperless is

a great way to cut costs and
still receive an electronic copy

of your billing statement. You
will also receive an email each
month letting you know how
much your bill is and a link
for you to see a PDF of the
bill when you sign in to your
account online. You can also
retrieve up to two years of past
statements online.

To enroll in E-Billing
and go paperless, log on to
your account online and go
to “Profiles” and then click
on “Accounts”. Verify your
profile information is current,
including your email address
and phone numbers. Follow
the instructions under E-Billing
and click the box that says “Go
paperless”

Step 3. Sign up for Operation
Round-Up. This program is a
great way to give back to your
community. When you sign up
for Operation Round-Up, your
utility bill will be rounded up
to the nearest dollar amount
each month. This small
amount used to round up
your bill is donated to Graham
County Electric Cooperative
Foundation, a nonprofit
organization that uses the
funds for youth education,
community projects, and utility
assistance for low-income
members.

We can all make huge
difference by giving a little
bit each month on the utility
bill. To enroll in Operation
Round-Up, go to www.gce.
coop and click on Member
Services>Operation Round-Up.
Complete the form and submit
it through the website or bring
it to our office.

Step 4. Follow us on
Facebook. One of the ways we
communicate important events
and emergencies, including
power outages, is through

our Facebook page. When

you follow us on Facebook,
your news feed will include
updates from the co-op. This
is a great way to stay informed.
Go to Facebook and search

for Graham County Electric
Cooperative and click on the
“Follow” button below our
banner photo. Share articles on
Facebook with your friends to
help others stay informed.

Step 5. Once you have
completed steps 1 through 4,
the last step to receive your
$10 incentive is to go to www.
gce.coop and click on the
“Contact Us” link at the top
of the page. Complete all the
information, including your
name and account number on
your bill. Include a comment
in the message box that you
have completed the five steps
and are requesting the $10
incentive.

Once we receive your email
and verify you have completed
all the required steps, we will
process your incentive as a
credit on your utility bill. The
deadline for completing these
steps to receive the incentive is
March 31, 2020. In a matter of
minutes, you will have made
communicating and doing
business with the co-op a little
easier and made a difference
in the community in which we
all live. m

Visit our website
at www.gce.coop
to be more
Informed and
start saving time
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GRAHAM COUNTY

Optimal Health Joins

Co-op Corm_ct

Optimal Health Systems is on
a mission to bring health to
our community and the world.
They have affected millions of
lives since 1997.

Located in Pima, OHS
joined Graham County Electric
Cooperative as part of the
Co-op Connections program,
providing discounts to GCEC’s
membership.

OHS manufactures whole
food supplements.

Thanks to its success, OHS
gives back to the community
by sponsoring many local
high schools, Eastern Arizona
College, Pima Museum and
many more community events.

The company recently made
a large donation to hurricane
survivors in the Bahamas.

During December, more
than 8,000 units of supplements
and protein powder valued at
around $100,000 were shipped
to the Bahamas, courtesy of
Optimal Health Systems and
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its sports nutrition company,
Gains in Bulk.

Many businesses in the Gila
Valley and nationwide are
part of Co-op Connections.
This program supports local
businesses in communities
served by electric co-ops. The
discount network is free to
members. Whether you shop
online, love to travel or just
want to save a few bucks on
everyday purchases, Co-op
Connections has you covered. m
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To learn more about Optimal
Health Systems, visit www.
optimalhealthsystems.com.

Graham County
Electric Co-op
Connection
Business Partners

» Safford Builders Supply/
Ace Hardware

» Trophies ‘N Tees

» Graham County Florist &
China Shop

» Eastern Arizona
Computers

» Optimal Health Systems

» Pollock’s Western
Outfitters

» Valley Furniture and
Appliance

» CMI

» Tim Graham Allstate
Agency

» El Charro

» Gains in Bulk

» Mack’s Auto Supply-
NAPA Auto Parts

» Haralson Tire Co.

» Sparks Home Store &
Ashley Furniture

» E.A. Glass
» El Mesquite Taqueria
» Taylor Freeze

Check out local and national
discounts at www.gce.coop.




SOUTHWEST GARDENING

5 Tips for_
¢ Growing

By Angela Judd

Broccoli has been called one of “the world’s healthiest foods.

Low in calories and high in vitamins, the list of reasons to eat broccoli is long
and would take pages to explain. President Thomas Jefferson loved broccoli,
and planted imported seeds from Italy at his Monticello estate. If you would
like to join Thomas Jefferson, here are a few tips for growing broccoli to keep
in mind:

Temperature is important. Broccoli is a cool-season crop. In warm areas
such as the low desert of Arizona, broccoli is grown in the late fall and winter
months. Although it likes cooler temperatures, broccoli needs at least 6 hours
of sun. Broccoli likes rich, slightly acidic soil that is high in organic matter.

Planting and growing. Space plants about a foot apart. Plant seeds a half-
inch deep. Broccoli starts can be crooked and floppy, so plant them deeply
with first true leaves at soil level. Firm the soil around them, and water well.
Provide consistent moisture and even watering. Don't get heads wet when
watering. Feed growing plants with additional compost for healthy plants.

Varieties to try. Green Goliath tolerates warmer temperatures and sprouts
side shoots. Green Duke is an early variety that is heat tolerant. Calabrese, a
prolific Italian variety, has many side shoots. Sprouting and purple types are
also options to add variety.

Harvesting. Don't wait too long to harvest. Harvest as soon as head appears
full and tight, when tiny buds are tightly closed before any yellow flowers
appear. Harvest in the morning for the best flavor. Use a sharp knife to cut
at an angle 5 to 8 inches below the head. Cutting at an angle allows water to
drain off rather than puddling on the stem. In many varieties, bite-sized side
shoots will form after the main head is harvested.

Storing and preparing. When you are ready to eat the broccoli, rinse head
under running water. Raw broccoli retains all of the nutrients, but can be
difficult to digest. Cooking broccoli by steaming, stir-frying, or microwaving
allows it to retain more of its nutrients than does boiling. Broccoli tastes
best when cooked to tender-crisp and it is bright green. Unwashed broccoli
wrapped in plastic will keep for about a week in the fridge, or blanch and
freeze it for up to a year. m
Looking for more garden tips? Check out my blog growinginthegarden.com or find

me on Instagram (@growing.in.the.garden) or Facebook (@growinginthegardenaz)
for daily gardening tips and inspiration.
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Manager’s Message

Loan Program Expands

On October 29, the Arizona
Corporation Commission granted
Graham County Electric Cooperative
the ability to expand participation in
the Rural Economic Development
Loan and Grant Program. The
REDL&G Program supports
economic development projects

in rural areas served by electric
cooperatives.

membership is increased electric
sales, which helps keep down rates
for all members. The REDL&G
Program is the first of its kind to be
authorized and funded in Arizona.
The REDL&G program is just one
of several opportunities offered by
GCEC that emphasizes the Seventh
Cooperative Principle, which states:
“While focusing on member needs,

P.O. Drawer B
Pima, AZ 85543

928-485-2451

Toll free: 800-577-9266
Fax: 928-485-9491
WWW.gCe.coop

Graham County Electric
Board of Directors:

President Dennis Jacob
Vice Pres. Mark Claridge

Secretary Jim Bryce
Chris Claridge
Tommy Clonts
Stephen Hooper
Gene R. Larson
Reuben McBride
Gerald Schmidt

Graham County Utilities

Board of Directors:

President Jeff B. Larson
Vice President Steven Hooper
Secretary Mike Crockett

Jim Bryce
Tommy Clonts
Dennis Jacob
Gene R. Larson
Larry H. Morris
Gerald Schmidt

The REDL&G program had some
inherent limitations when the program
initially rolled out in late 2018. The
ACC's decision allows an increase in
funding for qualifying rural economic
development projects within GCEC’s
service territory.

Projects funded through the REDL&G
Program do not cost GCEC’s members
anything. Funding for the REDL&G Program
comes to GCEC as an interest-free loan
through the Rural Electrification Act of 1936,
administered by the United States Department
of Agriculture. GCEC then acts as a funding
conduit for approved projects. Any costs
associated with approved projects are borne
by the loan recipient. The benefit for GCEC

cooperatives work for the sustainable
development of their communities
through polices accepted by their
members”

This program is another example of
GCEC’s commitment to our mission
statement: “We are committed to
provide safe, reliable and efficient resources
to enhance the lives of our members and the
communities we serve.”

To learn more or apply for an interest-free
loan, visit www.gce.coop, click on the Resources
tab and then on the REDL&G link, or call us at
928-485-2451.

—Kirk Gray

CEO and General Manager:
Kirk Gray
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The power of human connections
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