
GRAHAM COUNTY

Graham County Scholarships
Students receive help to further their educations

Kristiana Alva is a Thatcher 
High School graduate. She 
maintained a 3.5 GPA while 
involved at her school. 
Kristiana participated in Future 
Business Leaders of America 
for three years and was vice 
president her senior year. She 
made the honor roll award 
each year of high school and 
completed the licensed nursing 
assistant program through Gila 
Institute for Technology.

Kristiana plans to attend 
Eastern Arizona College and 
pursue a career in the medical 
field. She is the daughter of 
Francyne Alva. n

Kelsi Hunt is a Thatcher High 
School graduate. She ranked 
15th out of 117 students with a 
3.98 GPA and was a four-time 
honor roll student. 

She was vice president of 
the Art Club, secretary for the 
Thatcher Seminary Council 
and layout design editor for the 
Thatcher High School yearbook. 

Kelsi received Student of the 
Month honors in October 2018, 
the Karen Award from Eastern 
Arizona College’s Youth Theatre, 
the President’s Education Ward 
for Outstanding Academic 
Excellence and the Young 
Women Recognition Award. 
She took second place in the art 
competition at EAC Skills Day 
and was named Layout Design 
Editor of the Year for 2020. Kelsi 
also is involved in community 
and church activities.

She plans to attend EAC in 
the fall and work toward her 
associate degree in graphic 
design. She is interested in 
pursuing a career in animation.

Kelsi is the daughter of 
Jeremy and Cindy Hunt. n 
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Jordan Juan, a Bylas resident, 
attended Ft. Thomas High 
School. She had a 3.5 GPA.

Jordan was involved with 
the athletic club, elementary 
mentorship and Link Crew. 
During her free time, she 
played basketball with her 
family and friends.

She plans to attend Eastern 
Arizona College to become an 
emergency medical technician.

Jordan is the daughter of 
Karena Johnson and Johnny 
Juan. n

Cami Lines graduated with 
honors from Safford High 
School, ranked 29th among 175 
students with a 3.79 GPA. 
 Cami competed at state in 
the high jump, and ranked in 
the top 10. She was invited to 
Australia to compete with a 
team from the U.S. She earned 
her soccer varsity letter her 
freshman year.

Cami was vice president of 
the academic team her junior 
year. She also worked with the 
musical theater class.

Auditioning for regional 
choir and orchestra, she was 
selected for the regional choir 
three years and the regional 
orchestra one year. She received 
an award as a member of the 
regional choir.

Cami has helped with many 
community service projects 
through church. She loves 
animals and plans to become a 
veterinarian.

In the fall, Cami will attend 
Eastern Arizona College and 
then transfer to a university 
with a veterinary program.  

Cami is the daughter of Joe 
and Alissa Lines. n
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Harley Lofgreen graduated 
from Pima High School with a 
3.7 GPA. 

She participated in many 
clubs, organizations and sports, 
including basketball, choir and 
Link Crew.

Harley plans to attend 
Eastern Arizona College in the 
fall, where she will major in 
pre-chiropractics. She would 
like to obtain a doctorate in 
chiropractic studies.

Harley is the daughter of 
Mike and Taryn Lofgreen. n

Jaden Preston was in the top 
10% of his class at Ft. Thomas 
High School, graduating with a 
3.5 GPA.

He was part of athletic club, 
student council, Link Crew 
and the Native American 
Cultural Club. Jaden served as 
student body president from 
2019-2020.

He enjoyed sports and 
participated in football and 
basketball for four years, and 
baseball for three years. 

In the fall, he plans to 
attend Haskell Indian Nations 
University in Lawrence, 
Kansas, where he will obtain 
his associate degree in liberal 
arts.

Jaden is the son of Waylon 
and Adrienne Preston. n

Angelina Villaba graduated 
two years early from Mt. 
Graham High School with a 
class of 62 graduates.

Angelina studied culinary 
arts while in school. She loves 
playing softball and volleyball.

She plans to attend Eastern 
Arizona College in the fall and 
become a paramedic. Her plans 
are to marry “the man of her 
dreams” and start a family.

Angelina is the daughter of 
Donnelle Clark and JoePaul 
Villalba. n

Skylar Waters ranked fourth 
out of 62 graduates at Mt. 
Graham High School. Her 
favorite subject was English. 
She participated in early 
childhood education and 
health careers (formerly allied 
health) through the GIFT 
Program while at Mt. Graham. 
She is CPR certified.

Skylar loves being in 
the outdoors. Whether it’s 
camping, fishing, going to 
the river or mountains, she is 
always open to adventure.

She wants to continue the 
GIFT Program and obtain her 
medical assistant certificate 
at Eastern Arizona College. 
She plans to attend radiology 
school in Phoenix, Flagstaff or 
New Mexico.

Skylar is the daughter 
of Britni Ballard and Larry 
Waters. n

About the Selection Process
Congratulations to the outstanding students who received Graham 
County Electric Cooperative Foundation scholarships in 2020. 
Recipients are chosen by each high school’s faculty committees. 
Each committee may award one $500 scholarship or split it 
between two students. To qualify for co-op scholarships, students 
must reside in households where parents or guardians are co-op 
members. Guidelines specify students selected will have a financial 
need and not necessarily be receiving other scholarships. They 
are not required to be in the top percentile, but must have applied 
themselves in the classroom and have a strong desire to continue 
their education.
For more articles on past scholarship recipients, visit Graham 
County Electric’s website at www.gce.coop/scholarships.
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GRAHAM COUNTY

Despite your utility’s best efforts to keep your power 
on, Mother Nature sometimes has the last word.

Fallen tree branches, swirling winds, freezing rain 
and heavy snow all can wreak havoc on the power 
system, toppling poles, bringing down lines and 
leaving customers without electricity.

To better cope in the cold darkness, make sure 
your home is equipped with a power outage kit. It 
should include:

•  A flashlight and extra batteries. Have a flash-
light, oil- or battery-powered lamp or lantern.

•  Candles and matches. Although you should 
not carry them around in the dark, candles are safe 
when set on a flat, stable, nonflammable surface.

•  A battery-powered radio. If the outage is 
lengthy or associated with another emergency situa-
tion, radio reports will provide regular updates.

•  Emergency phone numbers. Keep numbers 
for your utility, doctor, fire department and police 
easily accessible.

•  A telephone connected directly to the phone 
jack. Cordless phones and phones with answering 
machines rely on electricity to operate.

•  A first-aid kit and prescription medications. 
Make sure you have an ample supply of all medi-
cines you regularly use. During a storm, road travel 
may not be possible for several days.

•  Extra blankets, sleeping bags and warm 
clothes. If you are without heat for an extended 
time, close off one room to live in, and layer clothes.

•  Clean drinking water. Fresh water isn’t always 

available when the power goes out—particularly if 
you rely on a well. Have at least 1 gallon for each 
person per day. 

•  A manual can opener and nonperishable 
food. Canned or instant food and freeze-dried 
meals are good to have on hand, but often require 
hot water and/or a source of heat to prepare (a camp 
stove and fuel may be handy, but be sure to use it 
outdoors). Breakfast bars, crackers, peanut butter, 
and canned or dried fruit require no preparation. 
Don’t forget paper plates. 

•  A cooler for storing frequently used foods. 
Food will keep several hours in a closed refrigerator, 
and up to two days in the freezer. It will spoil more 
quickly if the door is opened or the refrigerator or 
freezer isn’t full. 

•  Firewood and kindling. If you have a fireplace 
or wood stove, make sure you have an adequate sup-
ply of wood and plenty of matches. n

When the Lights Go Out

Be prepared for the darkness when your electricity is 
interrupted. PHOTO BY MIKE TEEGARDEN

Power 
outages are 
unpleasant, 
but 
planning 
can make 
it more 
tolerable

Steps to Take When an Outage Occurs
Before calling your utility to report an outage, make sure your house hasn’t 
blown a fuse or tripped a circuit breaker. Are your neighbor’s lights off, too?
When you report the service interruption, be prepared to give your name, 
address and account number. Stay near the phone for at least 15 minutes after 
calling in case the dispatcher needs to call back for more information.
Turn on an outside light so repair crews can see when power has been restored. 
Trip the breaker to space and water heaters to avoid damaging the equipment 
and overloading the system, and unplug voltage-sensitive equipment. When 
power returns, don’t turn everything on at once.
Please be patient, and keep in mind major problems must be fixed first. 

 X Emergency: 911
 X Graham County 

Sheriff’s Office 
Dispatch:  
928-428-0808

 X County Emergency 
Website: www.
graham.az.gov

By Pam Blair
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A new face at Graham County Electric Co-op

 Phil Cook Returns Home
It seems like not too long ago, 
you were able to see the faces 
of our employees. However, 
our lobby has been closed 
since March 16 as COVID-19 
infection rates continue to rise 
in Graham County.

One of the faces you likely 
haven’t seen is GCEC’s newest 
employee, Assistant General 
Manager Phil Cook. He  joined 
the management team in late 
February.

Returning to the Gila Valley, 
Phil retired from the Central 

Arizona Project with more 
than 23 years of service. At 
CAP, Phil was the director 
of technology and managed 
98 employees, including 
field crew operations and 
technology departments, and 
was responsible for computer 
system infrastructure and 
critical operation systems.

“I believe my career has been 
defined by troubleshooting 
system, process and people 
challenges,” Phil says. “I enjoy 
working with people and 

finding creative ways to solve 
problems. I am excited to be 
back home, and appreciate the 
challenge and opportunity to 
work for the co-op and the 
members.”

Prior to CAP, Phil worked 
for Freeport MacMoran 
when the mining company 
was known as Phelps Dodge, 
Stapleton and Denver 
international airports, and Gila 
Communications. 

He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in business 

administration from Western 
International University. In 
1989, Phil was honorably 
discharged from the United 
States Marine Corps.

Phil, who  grew up in 
Safford and Pima,  graduated 
from Pima High School. He 
married Becky (Boren), who 
also grew up in Pima. They 
have three daughters, a son 
and a granddaughter. Phil 
loves spending time with his 
family and enjoys the outdoors, 
golfing, hunting and fishing. n

Assistant General Manager Phil Cook grew 
up in Safford and Pima. He is excited to be 
back home after working for the Central 
Arizona Project for 23 years.
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P.O. Drawer B
Pima, AZ 85543

928-485-2451
Toll free: 800-577-9266
Fax: 928-485-9491
www.gce.coop

Graham County Electric
Board of Directors:
President Reuben McBride
Vice Pres. Mark Claridge 
Secretary Jim Bryce
Chris Claridge
Tommy Clonts
Stephen Hooper
Dennis Jacob
Gene R. Larson
Gerald Schmidt

Graham County Utilities
Board of Directors:
President Jeff B. Larson
Vice President Steven Hooper
Secretary Mike Crockett
Jim Bryce
Tommy Clonts
Dennis Jacob
Gene R. Larson
Larry H. Morris
Gerald Schmidt

CEO and General Manager:
Kirk Gray

Maintaining essential services such as 
electric, gas and water utilities takes 
a lot of work by many dedicated 
employees. The co-op maintains 
more than 1,030 miles of energized 
electric line, more than 288 miles of 
gas line and 72 miles of main water 
line. 

System problems are inevitable. 
They can be caused by a variety 
of reasons, including weather, 
fire, falling tree limbs, digging 
incidents, traffic accidents and aging 
infrastructure. 

When a system outage is reported, 
personnel are dispatched 24/7/365 to 
make emergency repairs. They take the 
necessary steps to assess the problem, secure the 
area, and work safely and efficiently to restore 
services. 

After the well-being of our employees and 
members, the cooperative’s priority is restoring 
services to members in the shortest amount 

of time. Remember, please do 
not attempt to remove trees or 
debris you see in power lines or 
communications lines. Our crews 
have the proper equipment, training 
and safety gear to safely correct these 
types of issues. 

In the few months I have been 
here at the co-op, I have been 
impressed with our employees and 
their ability to work as a team to 

restore services after unplanned outages. 
This includes our employees in dispatch, 
communications and the field crews. In 
the storm season, we have experienced 
some weekends with 14 or more 
emergency calls, which is a challenge to 

our on-call crews. Simultaneous outages during 
a storm can occur in different locations and be 
many miles apart. This requires multiple crews 
communicating and working together to solve 
system problems. 

As always, we appreciate your patience as 
our crews make repairs. We do our best to keep 
members informed whenever possible. When 
you have service disruptions, please call our 
dispatch personnel at 928-485-2451. Helpful 
information includes the type of emergency and 
details to help our crews identify the cause of the 
outage. 

When an outage is reported, information 
about the outage is posted to our Facebook page. 
We continually update the page with pertinent 
information until services are restored. Please 
follow us on Facebook to help us communicate 
with you.

Phil Cook, Assistant General Manager

Communicating With You
Assistant General Manager’s Message

It takes the coordinated effort of linemen to install 
a new power pole.
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