
GRAHAM COUNTY

GCEC Foundation Provides Scholarships
$10,000 awarded to local seniors
Each year, the Graham County Electric Cooperative Foundation 
provides scholarships to local high school students to help 
continue their education.

Due to COVID-19, the 2020 Washington Youth Tour was 
canceled by the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association 
and our Arizona partner, Grand Canyon State Electric 
Association. This was a big disappointment to the students 
selected in December 2019. The GCEC foundation board met in 
2020 to determine an alternative for the student delegation. The 
board voted unanimously to award the 2020 WYT winners with 
$1,500 scholarships to help further their educational journeys 
after high school. 

The following high school seniors received scholarships:
Ft. Thomas High School
•  McKia Preston, $500 
•  Kendra Fuentes, $1,500 (WYT)

Mt. Graham High School
•  Matthew Mayer, $500

Pima High School
•  Brookie Bryce, $500
•  Jacob Beals, $1,500 (WYT)
•  Kali Nelson, $1,500 (WYT)

Safford High School
•  Hannah Smith, $500
•  Trett Wiltbank, $1,500 (WYT-transferred to Pima)

Thatcher High School
•  Maci Lopeman, $250
•  Dallys Casillas, $250
•  Mazie Hunt, $1,500 (WYT)
In addition, equipment will be donated to the Eastern Arizona 

College automotive class in memory of Kade Nelson, a WYT 
recipient from Thatcher High School who died in a vehicle 
accident in 2020.
Information on annual scholarships, along with biographies and 
pictures, will be featured in the September issue of Currents.

Pima High School 
senior Brookie Bryce 
receives a $500 
scholarship from 
GCEC/GCU Director 
Gerald Schmidt.

Ft. Thomas High 
School senior McKia 
Preston receives a 
$500 scholarship 
from GCEC/GCU 
Director Steve 
Hooper.
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